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n recent years kayak
fishing has seen phenomenal
growth within the fishing
and paddle-sports industries.
While many anglers are
content to catch some of the
smaller inshore varieties of fish (not
that there is anything wrong with this),
the desire to go after the bigger game
fish that haunt our coast and the
waters of southern Baja grows.
Catching a two hundred-pound
thresher shark or a hundred eighty-
pound striped marlin from a fifteen-
foot, sixty-pound kayak is something
that gets the heart pumping and
adrenalin flowing like nothing else
can. Personally, I am lucky enough
to have been involved in the landing
of many threshers as well as fifteen
billfish, marlin and sailfish. One
thing that holds true for all these
catches is the adrenalin factor that
comes from bringing a fish to color
that can actually hurt you—and not
just sore-muscles hurt, but physical-
damage hurt. To experience a
thresher shark greyhounding towards
you from across the water or a marlin
slashing his bill mere feet from the
kayak while you sit only inches from
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the water’s surface will cause even the
heartiest of us to wonder if this is the
smartest thing to be doing. Still, we
do it every chance we get.
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